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 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON  

MONDAY 5th OCTOBER 2020 AT 7.30PM. 

 

172/20 Those Present: 

Councillors: K Lamb (Chairman), G Clements, B Swan, C Stanyon, S Peall, K Scott, 

C Chapman, 4 members of the public and the Clerk.  

Apologies: Cllr K Allen and E Arnold Newing (Vice Chair). 

 

173/20 To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other significant 

Interests (OSI’s) or a Voluntary interest relating to items on the agenda. 

None were declared. 

 

174/20 Public Contribution 

There were none. 

 

175/20 To note and agree minutes of (will be signed in person by the Chairman at the 

next available opportunity.) 

1) The minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council of 7th September 2020 

were agreed and are to be signed as a true record by the Chairman of meeting 

at the next available opportunity.  

2) The minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting of 7th September 2020 were 

agreed and are to be signed as a true record by the Chairman of meeting at the 

next available opportunity. 

3) The minutes of the C&A Committee meeting of 29th September 2020 were 

agreed and are to be signed as a true record by the Chairman of meeting at the 

next available opportunity. 

4) The minutes of the Wellbeing Committee meeting of 30th September 2020 were 

agreed and are to be signed as a true record by the Chairman of meeting at the 

next available opportunity. 

 

176/20 Chairman’s Report 

The new website is now live, it is a work in progress. This is now a really good base 

from which to expand and provide a better flow of information for the parish. 

 

A big failing for the Parish Council has been the lack of communication.  This was 

proven by the poor turn out for the Burial Ground tidy up last Sunday.  We receive 

correspondence from members of the parish complaining that the Parish Council do 

not take their environmental and ecological responsibilities seriously, yet when there 

is a working group to tidy up the Burial Ground or Churchyard, which are valuable 
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environmental areas of the Parish, the turnout is awful.  I am hoping that once the 

website is fully working and events are better publicised, we will have more 

members of the parish attending the working group tidy ups. 

 

I have received a request from a member of the public requesting that the hedge 

along Park Lane is cut. The Clerk advised that this is on the Grounds Maintenance 

Schedule.  The Clerk is to contact Harmers. 

 

Elham Valley Walkers grant - Unfortunately, our Grant Policy is that grants cannot 

be given retrospectively.  I believe this is also the situation with Cllr Pealls Ward 

Grant. The Parish Council would always welcome future grant applications from 

Elham Valley Walkers. Cllr Peall advised that he was going to appeal the outcome 

of the Ward Grant application with FHDC Community Development. 

 

177/20 Communities and Amenities Committee 

We are now revisiting items that were discussed pre-Covid.  The key project was 

the completion of the potential grant funding bid for The Gore and King George V 

and this will now be recommenced. 

 

178/20 Wellbeing Committee 

Several projects were discussed, however, with the current Government guidelines 

they will have to be deferred until restrictions are eased. 

 

The meeting was advised that the ERA Friendship Lunches are recommencing this 

month, meeting 2 / 3 times a month in St Marys Hall. 

 

We have been discussing the wellbeing of the older residents of the parish, but 

equally important are the younger residents and making sure the facilities in the 

parish are in good order for them. This will be an agenda item for a later meeting. 

 

179/20 Telecomms Committee 

1) It was agreed to make no changes to the Council members of the committee. The 

committee members are Cllr Lamb, Clements, Stanyon and Swan.  

2) It was agreed the terms of reference would be agreed by full Council at the 

November meeting.  Cllr Swan will compose the objective of the committee 

which will be based on acknowledging and supporting the result of the Parish 

Council Telecomms questionnaire. 

3) Once the terms of reference have been agreed a date will be set for the inaugural 

meeting and members of the public invited to join subject to them agreeing to 

support the terms of reference.   

 

Cllr Lamb acknowledged if members of Connect Elham wish to join the committee 

they would be welcome.  Cllr Stanyon will raise this at the next Connect Elham 

meeting (Tuesday 6th October 2020). 
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180/20 Environment Working Group 

The turnout to the EWG meetings is disappointing, with only 4 members at the last 

meeting, this does need to improve if it is going to be sustainable. 

 

A planting scheme has been produced for the North area of the King George V 

playing field, this was issued to the Council prior to the meeting.  After a discussion 

it was agreed that Play for Elham and the Environment Working Group will have a 

site meeting to discuss the design and consider their options.  In principle the EWG 

would like the Council to agree this in principle so costings can be collated to discuss 

at the November meeting. 

 

It was suggested the EWG look at the maintenance to the Churchyard that is carried 

out in the Spring and Autumn. Historically working parties were organised by the 

Church Wardens.  Sadly, the present view of the EWG is that due to other prior 

commitments, they would be unable to give this the input that is required.  We will 

revisit this at the beginning of 2021. 

 

181/20 

 

Planning 

1) The receipt of received applications was noted and comments agreed: 

 20/1245/FH -  1 Palm Tree Cottages, Canterbury Road, Wingmore, Canterbury, 

CT4 6LP  - Replace a dead conifer hedge with a native hedge and replace the 

current 4ft post and rail fence with a 2m high feather board fence, a personnel 

gate and a sliding driveway gate to the front of the property. Resolved: to 

support this application. 

20/1289/FH - Hemingford, High Street, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6SY - Replace 

existing double-glazed windows with triple glazed windows. (11 no.)   Install 

one CCTV camera on the front elevation and one camera on the rear elevation of 

the house with observations solely located within the private boundaries of the 

property. Resolved: no objections / comments.  

20/1210/FH - St Marys Church, Elham -  Section 73 for removal/variation of 

condition 3 (plans) for planning application Y18/1571/FH (Erection of an 

extension and new glazed entrance doors together with ramped access, all to 

south porch, including relocation of one headstone). A lively discussion ensued. 

      This application is to set aside conditions relating to the granting of the   

      planning permission, particularly to set aside the requirement to move a   

      headstone that would otherwise be impinged upon by the new building  

      It was resolved: to object. The comments of the Council were: Had the     

      original planning application shown no intention of relocating the  

      headstone, but building a wc within a few inches of the stone, the Parish  

      Council would have objected to the application.  The amendment to the  

      application is poorly thought out and rather than the extension being a  

      harmonious addition to a very important place will forever be a jarring  

      reminder of this.  The Parish Council does not accept the explanation that,  

      based on the exposure of a small area of the external brickwork, the  

      conclusion is that the tomb is sound but if the stonework above were to be  

      moved there would somehow be a collapse of the tomb. 

20/1222/FH - Usan, Canterbury Road, Elham, Canterbury, CT4 6UE   - 

Demolition of existing garage and erection of new two-storey garage with 

accommodation in roof space accessed via external staircase. Resolved to 
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object. Comments of the Council were: the proposed application would have 

an intrusive impact on the AONB.  

20/0790/FH - Droveway Organics, Droveway, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, CT4 

6AJ  - Erection of hay barn. Resolved: no objections / comments.  

2) To note receipt of received application since the agenda was issued and agree 

comments. 

20/1248/FH - Hill House Farm, Straight Hill, Bladbean, Canterbury, CT4 6LU- 

Conversion of the Old Cow Shed/Dairy to form holiday let together with the 

erection of an extension. Resolved:  The decision would be delegated to the 

Cllrs carrying out the site visit.  The decision will be sent to all Councillors 

prior to being submitted to FHDC. 

3) Decisions made by Folkestone and Hythe District Council were noted. 

20/0779/FH – Sleepers Cottage, The Halt, Duck Street, Elham - Erection of a 

two-storey detached dwelling amendments to design for previous approved 

application (Y19/0988/FH) Approved with conditions. 

20/0833/FH  - Mayfield, Cherry Gardens, Elham, - Crown reduction of a   

sycamore subject of Tree Preservation Order no. 16 of 1994.Approved with 

conditions. 

20/1026/FH/TCA- Updown Cottage, The Row, Elham - Felling of an Ash tree 

situated within a conservation area. Objected. The tree appears to be in good 

condition with no signs of Ash dieback and as such its retention is desirable 

and of interest, along with possessing high visual amenity value. 

Recommend serving a TPO. 

 

182/20 Consultations 

1) The Parish Councils response to the Governments consultation on reform of 

planning system - Changes to the current planning system was noted.  

2) After consideration it was agreed that a working group would compose a 

response to the Governments consultation on reform of planning system - 

Planning for the future - the planning white paper (deadline 29th October 2020). 

3) After consideration it was agreed that a working group would compose a 

response to the Governments consultation on reform of planning system - 

Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land 

control (deadline 29th October 2020). 

 

183/20 Finance 

1) It was agreed that the July 2020 accounts were a true record and are to be 

signed by the Chairman of meeting at the next available opportunity. 

2) It was agreed that the August 2020 accounts were a true record and are to be 

signed by the Chairman of meeting at the next available opportunity. 

3) It was agreed the Bank Reconciliation from July 2020 was a true record and 

are to be signed by the Chairman of meeting at the next available opportunity. 

4) It was agreed the Bank Reconciliation from August 2020 was a true record and 

are to be signed by the Chairman of meeting at the next available opportunity. 

5) It was noted that all Councillors received the accounts for September 2020. 

6) It was noted that all Councillors received the Bank Reconciliation for September 

2020 

7) The virement of £5000.00 from C&A to ringfenced C&A was agreed. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907956/Planning_for_the_Future_web_accessible_version.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transparency-and-competition-a-call-for-evidence-on-data-on-land-control
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transparency-and-competition-a-call-for-evidence-on-data-on-land-control
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8) The September 2020 invoices were agreed, and payments were approved. See 

appendix 1.  

 

184/20 County Councillors Report– Susan Carey  

Thank you to everyone who turned up for the Streamclean on 26 September. We 

cleared a lot of dead wood and other obstructions, so the stream is in a good condition 

before the winter rains. 

Kent County Council has now agreed in-year savings to its budget to cope with the 

extra spending caused by loss of income, delayed savings and extra costs mostly 

caused by the pandemic. One of the savings was a reduction in the KCC member 

grants which means I have sadly no further funds for this year.  

We have also adopted two important plans which secure the sites needed for waste 

management and mineral extraction in Kent. They are the Minerals Site Plan and an 

Early Partial Review of the Kent Minerals and Waste Plan. They have taken years 

of work, much consultation and they have been found to be sound by an independent 

planning Inspector. Landowners in Postling had submitted a site for sand extraction 

in the early stages of this process but it was withdrawn and is not in either of the two 

adopted plans. 

KCC has also adopted a plan to reach net-zero carbon emissions for its own services 

and estate by 2030 using a scenario model developed by Laser energy which is the 

council’s own energy company. The plan involves investing in renewable energy, 

shifting to electric vehicles and more home working. 

The very final repayment has been made of monies owed to KCC from deposits in 

Iceland in 2008. The full £50m has been returned in tranches over several years with 

nearly £3m in interest on top of this. KCC is one of the few organisations to get 

100% plus interest returned.  

If you know of any young people (11 – 18 years or 11 to 25 if they have special 

educational needs) who deserve an award, please nominate them for a Try Angle 

Award before 30 November. The categories are Arts, Community Action, Courage, 

Good Friends and Young Carers, Music, Personal Development, Positive 

Intervention, Sport or Outdoor Activities. This should enable all efforts to be 

recognised. Just being nominated can encourage a young person. 

See https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/young-people/try-angle-

awards 

Please continue to report any potholes and particularly any drains you see that are 

blocked by silt or leaves in advance of the winter rains. 

Susan Carey 

Member for Elham Valley, Kent County Council 

District Councillor, North Downs West, Folkestone & Hythe District Council 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-children%2Fyoung-people%2Ftry-angle-awards&data=02%7C01%7CSusan.Carey%40kent.gov.uk%7Cc8a8c3f2128b49dbd44b08d8656affe7%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637370857952258692&sdata=PQzw3xBuW9HztBSlTiR%2BcN5lFFT6rjXqon2LhnwBULA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-children%2Fyoung-people%2Ftry-angle-awards&data=02%7C01%7CSusan.Carey%40kent.gov.uk%7Cc8a8c3f2128b49dbd44b08d8656affe7%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637370857952258692&sdata=PQzw3xBuW9HztBSlTiR%2BcN5lFFT6rjXqon2LhnwBULA%3D&reserved=0
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 District Councillor – Stuart Peall 

Thank you to Susan Carey for organising the Stream Clean. A productive day was 

had by all.  

 

On 1st October, the services provided by East Kent Housing (EKH), along with 

almost all of its staff, have been taken over by Canterbury City Council, Dover 

District Council, Folkestone & Hythe District Council and Thanet District Council 

respectively. This was brought forward six months from an initial date of 1 April 

next year. 

Each of the councils has created its own housing service for the tenants and 

leaseholders of council homes within its own district. 

In a joint statement, Canterbury City Council Chief Executive Colin Carmichael, 

Dover District Council Chief Executive Nadeem Aziz, Folkestone & Hythe District 

Council Head of Paid Service Dr Susan Priest and Thanet District Council Chief 

Executive Madeline Homer said: "The idea of taking council housing back in house 

was overwhelmingly backed by those tenants and leaseholders who took part in a 

comprehensive consultation last year. 

The decision to break up EKH was prompted by a series of health and safety failings 

discovered at some of the properties that EKH was managing on behalf of the 

councils in May last year. 

Since then an enormous amount of work has been undertaken to address those 

failings under the close supervision of the Regulator for Social Housing 

 

In partnership with Kent Police, the Enforcement Officers have been out and about 

working with businesses selling food and drink in the district to ensure that the new 

COVID 19 regulations are understood.  The majority of restaurants, bars and food 

outlets have been made fully aware of the 10pm closing time and officers have been 

able to give guidance about the track and trace QWR codes, tables being socially 

distant and the rule of six people only in a group.  We shall continue to work 

businesses to ensure that they are doing all they can to limit the spread of the virus. 

 

Recent work commissioned by the council's Climate Change Working Group has 

showed that gas heating in council-owned properties is one of the largest contributors 

to its carbon footprint.  This finding, together with the positive results from district 

council staff working remotely during the coronavirus pandemic, has prompted the 

council to consider moving out of the Castle Hill Avenue buildings. 

The proposal is at a very early stage and councillors have asked that the feasibility 

of moving to a modern, purpose-built facility and disposing of the current site, 

potentially for much needed new housing, is explored. 

 

The Home Officer has made Napier Barracks an assessment and dispersal facility 

for asylum seekers. 
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185/20 Memorials 

Further to previous discussions regarding locating a memorial on the grassed area 

below the pentaque pitch, it was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Elham 

Village Hall Committee to seek their approval. 

  

186/20 Correspondence 

The receipt of the below correspondence was noted: 

Date From Contents Action Required 
08/09/20 Resident Joining Telecomms 

Committee 
Clerk responded. 

09/09/20 Resident Rhodes Minnis Speed Limits 
/ signs 

Clerk to respond. 
Issued to Highways 
Comm. 

11/09/20 Resident Topiary Maintenance Clerk responded. 

11/09/20 Resident St Marys Church Wall Clerk responded. 

15/09/20 Resident Elham Ecology Campaign Clerk to respond. 

17/09/20 KCC Cllr Carey Rhodes Minnis speed limits 
/ signs. 

Informative. 
Issued to Highways 
Comm. 

17/09/20 Church Warden St Marys Church oil tank and 
line. 

Informative. 

21/09/20 FHDC Community 
Development 

Elham Valley Walkers ward 
grant application. 

Informative. 

21/09/20 Elham Valley Walker cc. email to Cllr Peall re 
Ward Grant. 

Informative. 

22/09/20 Resident Streetlamps to Vicarage 
Lane. 

Clerk actioned 

24/09/20 Resident 20/0994/FH – Boyke 
Bungalow 

Clerk responded and 
sent to FHDC. 

24/09/20 Resident 20/0994/FH – Boyke 
Bungalow 

Clerk responded and 
sent to FHDC. 

24/09/20 Church Warden St Marys Church oil tank and 
line. 

Informative. 

26/09/20 Resident Streetlamps to Vicarage 
Lane. 

Clerk actioned. 

28/09/20 Resident c.c email to Cllr Peall 
regarding Y19/1378 

Informative. 

28/09/20 Resident Streetlamps to Vicarage 
Lane. 

Clerk actioned. 

28/09/20 Elham Valley Walkers Grant information boards. Clerk responded. 

29/09/20 EVH Meetings in Village Hall. Clerk responded. 

29/09/20 Resident Metal recycling on behalf of 
Elham Primary School. 

Clerk to respond. 

30/09/20 FHDC Notice of adoption of the 
Places and Policies Local 
Plan 

Issue to all Cllrs. 

02/10/20 Resident  Drains to Vicarage Lane. Clerk actioned. 

04/10/20 Resident Drains and streetlamps to 
Vicarage Lane. 

Clerk actioned. 

04/10/20 Church Warden Soil to Wildflower area. Clerk to respond. 
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187/20 Date of Next meeting and Close 

An Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will take place virtually on Monday 2nd 

November 2020 at 7.30pm. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.59pm. 

 

 

Appendix 1  

     

September invoices for approval at October 2020 meeting   
      

Payee Cheque No. Amount VAT Net Comments 
Bliby Plastics @ ONLINE  £179.40 £29.90 £149.50 Pavilion materials 

NEST *** Direct Debit £30.61  £30.61 Clerks Pension 

Clerk salary ** ONLINE  £1,065.33  £1,065.33 September Salary 

Clerks expenses * ONLINE  £58.38  £58.38 August Expenses 

HMRC ** ONLINE  £50.92  £50.92 National Insurance 

Palmer Trust * ONLINE  £225.00  £225.00 Gore rent 

C.Stanyon * ONLINE  £11.20  £11.20 Printing Costs 

Viking Direct * ONLINE  £40.68 £5.26 £35.42 Stationery 

KALC ** Debit Card £60.00 £10.00 £50.00 Cllr Training 

 TOTAL £1,542.12 £15.26 £1,526.86  

* Bacs / Card payment to be authorised by  2 Councillors    

** Bacs / card payments authorised by 2 Councillors prior to meeting   

*** Nest Direct Debit set up agreed with February 2019    

© transaction authorised by Chairman prior to meeting     

 
   

 


